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Black History 
Month 

The Reverend Dr. Pauli 
Murray (1910-1985)  
A civil rights activist, 
lawyer, poet, and  
Episcopal priest.  She was  
a trailblazer for black 
women and the LGBTQ 
community.  

 

 
Our Parish Youth did a unit on Pauli 
Murray, one of America’s Unsung heroes. 
We learned about Pauli and that she was 
ahead of her times. 

Pauli was born November 20, 1910 in 
Baltimore MD. She was: a Civil Rights 
Activist; Advocate; Lawyer; Legal scholar 
and theorist; author; and a poet. Pauli's 
grandfather was a black man who served 
in the Civil War in the Navy and Army. 

Pauli Murray was a trail blazer and faced 
discrimination and challenges. She was  
a black person that sat down on a bus  
and was arrested in 1940, 15 years before 
Rosa Parks. She also participated in sit-ins 
challenging discriminatory-setting policies, 
before the movements in the 1950’s and 
1960’s.  

Pauli was inquisitive and loved to 
learn. She was among the first Black 
Women at New York City Hunter College , 
where she earned her Bachelors of Arts 
degree; she earned her Master's degree  
at University of California, Berkeley; 
and earned her Doctorate at Yale.  

Murray was the first black State Deputy 
Attorney General in California. Thurgood 
Marshall called Murray’s 1950 book 
State’s Laws on Race and Color, “the bible 
of the Civil Rights Movement.”  Her 
approach, data, and thoughts influenced 
NAACP arguments in Brown v. Board of 
Education (1954). 

Also, Murray was a great influencer on 
Woman's Rights. She influenced Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg and Eleanor Roosevelt. She 
was the first Black Woman ordained as an 
Episcopal Priest and was a Co-Founder of 
the National Organization for Women. 
After her death in July 1985, the Episcopal 
Church canonized her Murray as a saint  
in 2012 in recognition of her civil rights 
activism and work as an Episcopal priest.  

Murray’s sexual and gender identity did 
not fit with the prevailing norms. In 
today’s language she was Gender Fluid / 
Queer, but they didn't have any 
vocabulary for her gender dysphoria. Pauli 
liked to dress gender neutral and had 
intimate relationships with women. Pauli 
really struggled at times in her life, and is 
an inspiration for LGBTQ+ of today. 

Kudo’s to our Parish  Youth and especially 
our Youth Leaders,  Jen W. and Greta S. 

“Hope is a song in a weary throat.”  
“True community 

is based on 

upon equality, 

mutuality, and 

reciprocity. It affirms 

the richness of 

individual diversity as 

well as the common 

human ties that bind 

us together.” 

 - The Rev.  
      Pauli Murray 

Parish Youth Create  
Art in Honor of  
Dr. Pauli Murray 
                            by Jennifer W. 
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The Crop Walk is Sunday, April 27 

(the weekend after Easter). We meet 

up at Bronson Park at 1:00pm and 

the Walk starts at 2:00pm.  

Please, consider joining us and/or 

sponsoring us for this important 

event. Envelopes for sponsorships 

and/or brochures can be picked up 

at church.  To make it easier for 

those sponsoring walkers, we will 

have one envelope where you can 

sponsor Team St. Martin’s instead of 

individuals if you choose. For 

questions, contact Jennifer W.  

2025 Crop Walk— 
Kalamazoo, MI 

      - By Jennifer W. 

Saturday, March 1 

9:00am – 12:00:00pm 

Flower arranging  

Sunday, March 2 

Drop off styrofoam for 

recycling 

Committal of Margaret Jean 

Taber 

8:00am – 9:00am 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 

9:15am – 10:15am 

Adult Forum 

10:30am – 12:00:00pm 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Monday, March 3 

11:00am – 11:30am 

Staff meeting 

University Roadhouse  

11:30am – 1:00pm 

St. Teresa's Guild lunch 

University Roadhouse  

1:00pm – 4:00pm 

Keith Arcand funeral 

4:30pm – 6:00pm 

Bingo for Spring Valley 

Wednesday, March 5 

12:00pm – 1:30pm 

Ash Wednesday liturgy 

6:30pm – 8:00pm 

Ash Wednesday liturgy 

Thursday, March 6 

12:15pm – 1:15pm 

Midweek Eucharist 

9:00pm – 10:00pm 

Pick up Panera Bread 

Friday, March 7 

2:30pm – 4:00pm 

Prayer Shawl Group 

6:00pm – 8:00pm 

“Just Mercy” (movie night) 

9:00pm – 10:00pm 

Pick Up Panera Bread 

Saturday, March 8 

9:00am – 12:00pm 

Flower arranging  
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During the 2025 General Convention  
of The Episcopal Church, the official 
definition of marriage was changed  
and our Catechism was amended. Also 
important to note, zero deputies spoke 
in opposition to this amendment!  

Here is the former definition:   

Holy Matrimony is Christian 
marriage, in which the woman  
and the man enter into a life-long 
union, make their vows before God  
and the Church, and receive the  
grace and blessing of God to help  
them fulfill their vows.   

Here is the current definition:   

Holy Matrimony is Christian 

marriage, in which two people enter 
into a life-long union, make their vows 
before God and the Church, and receive 

the grace and blessing of God to help 
them fulfill their vows.   

Episcopal Definition of Marriage  
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Friday, March 7 

Wednesday,  
March 12 

85%Tomatometer 
Review by Rotten 
Tomato's 

After graduating from 
Harvard, Bryan Stevenson 
heads to Alabama to 
defend those wrongly 
condemned or those not 

afforded proper representation. One of his first 
cases is that of Walter McMillian, who is 
sentenced to die in 1987 for the murder of an 18-
year-old girl, despite evidence proving his 
innocence. In the years that follow, Stevenson 
encounters racism and legal and political 
maneuverings as he tirelessly fights for 
McMillian's life. 

For the second year we are 
showing movies on Wednesday 
evenings during Black History 
month. The movies we have 
shown as follows: 

• The Shack 
• Descendent 
• A Class Divided 
• Hidden Figures 
• Dark Lake (DVD at Sturgis 

Museum) 
• Rustin 
• Six Triple Eight 
• 12 Years a Slave 
• The Autobiography  

of Miss Jane Pittman 

Our next, and last movie for Black 
History Month this year, showing 
on Friday, March 7, is Just Mercy. 

If you are interested in viewing 
any or all of the above movies, 
most can be seen on Netflix or 
one of the other movie networks. 

The movies have afforded us an 
opportunity to learn more about 
our history,  connect in 
fellowship, and feed our 
stomachs, hearts and souls.  We 
have wonderful brief and 
informative discussions, sharing 
our experiences and 
strengthening our understanding 

of each other, the history of our 
people and country. 

Last, but certainly not least, we 
have had some absolutely 
delectable soups, snacks and of 
course popcorn.  

WHAT’S A MOVIE WITHOUT 
POPCORN! 

        by Jeanine F. 

Darkness has fallen over 
Europe, and the boots of 
the Third Reich echo through the streets. But on a 
quiet city corner in the Netherlands, some choose 
to resist. Corrie Ten Boom and her family risk 
everything to hide Jewish refugees by the 
hundreds, and they ultimately face the 
consequences when they are discovered. The 
Hiding Place is their story--a story of faith, hope, 
love, and forgiveness in the face of unthinkable 
evil.  

Join us for a light Soup 
Supper while we 
watch our next Two 
Feature Films!  Hope 
to see you there! 

Black History Month Movies 
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Important Dates 
April 17 

 MAUNDY THURSDAY 

April 18 

GOOD FRIDAY 

April 19 

HOLY SATURDAY 

GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER 

April 20 

EASTER SUNDAY 

WITH EGG HUNT AND DINNER 

April 27, Sunday  
KALAMAZOO CROP WALK 

May 10, 10am-6 pm  
SATURDAY LETTER CARRIER’S STAMP OUT 

HUNGER (three different shifts)  

May 11 

MOTHER’S DAY 

MAY—SPRING FLING PLANT SALE & SILENT 

AUCTION — TBD 

2025 Parish Directory 
March 2, this Sunday, please have any 

changes to the Directory submitted.  

Pictures are appreciated! 

Missing Vases 

The Flower Guild can't find the little blue 
vases. We should have 6 and we only 
have one!  They would loved having 
these returned.  If you 
may have borrowed 
these, please check to 
see if you still have 
them.  Thank you! 

Did you know…?  

Michigan law says that you must 

remove all or as much snow as possible 

from your car.  


