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Sometimes 
when I read 
scripture – 
probably most 
of the time, in 
fact – I read it to 
see what it says, 
to understand 
the words, to see 

how they might have been 
appropriate in the context of 
where and when they were 
written, and how they may 
apply to our lives today.  When 
I look at scripture that way,  
I use my head: I think and 
question and see if there’s 
something new in it that  
I haven’t seen before or some-
thing that I need to pay special 
attention to again.  When I do 
that before writing a sermon,  
I read it especially with this 
congregation in mind – how it 
might apply to our lives, how  
it might be helpful to us, how it 
might apply to local or world 
events.  But sometimes, 
sometimes, something happens… 
and the words jump out at me; 
they reach in and grab my heart.  
When that happens, my whole 
being feels enlivened; I read and 
re-read the lines and grab onto 
the sacred connection I feel.   
I hold those words close. I shut 
my eyes and let them swirl 
around in my being.  I drink 

from them.  And I pray – 
opening myself up to God in 
supplication or gratitude or 
simple openness to whatever  
is next. That’s what happened 
this week.  Some of the words 
and phrases from the readings 
leapt out at me, swirled around 
within me, surrounded me… 
and offered comfort and hope 
and gratitude.   

It actually began with this 
week’s Collect: “O God, the 
strength of all who put their 
trust in you…”  When I found 
Tom’s body that Saturday night 
and knew he was dead, I 
needed all the strength I could 
muster to make a call so the 
police, the EMT’s, and the 
medical examiner would come.  
I needed strength to make a call 
to ask friends to come over and 
be with me. And I needed 
strength and presence of mind 
to make arrangements for the 
Sunday services (and the annual 
meeting) that were to begin in  
a few short hours.  All of that 
was literally, but pretty 
unconsciously, done in the 
midst of prayer.   

I remember the first time  
I preached.  I felt as if standing 
behind me, holding me up, was 
God’s Spirit saying, “Lean on 
me…” and that Saturday, being 

in the bedroom with Tom’s 
body, as I did the things I knew 
I needed to do, I trusted God  
to help me, to be with me, to 
stand behind me and hold me 
up again.  Yes, it was 
automatic… but I don’t think  
I could have gotten through it 
all if I didn’t sense and draw 
from God’s strength.   

“Mercifully accept our 
prayers,” the Collect continues, 
“and because in our weakness 
we can do nothing good 
without you, give us the help 
of your grace.” God’s help was 
evident, that night and in the 
days that have followed, not 
only by the strength and peace 
of God’s invisible presence but 
especially by the caring support 
and love of so many of you.  In  
a multitude of places, the 
Church is described as Christ’s 
body: we talk about being “the 
hands and feet” of God in this 
world.  And you have been that 
to me.  Through you, God has 
been present; through you 
God’s love has sustained me; 
through you, I have received 
acceptance and 
love.  I thank 
you.  And 
please know 
that I have 
thanked God for 
you many times.   

Mary Opens Her Heart                                  

Continued on page 2... 
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Our reading from Jeremiah 
includes these words: “Blessed 
are those who trust in the Lord, 
whose trust is the Lord. They 
shall be like a tree planted by 
water, sending out its roots by 

the stream. It shall 
not fear when heat 
comes, and its 
leaves shall stay 
green…”.  I am not 
comparing myself to 

a beautiful, healthy tree; I am 
feeling grateful for the ground 
and the water that sustain me, 
that feed me and nourish me 
and give me strength.  I have 
had times of tears, of deep grief, 
but I have also known through it 
all that I am, and will be, okay.   
I know that because I do trust in 
and lean on God.  No matter 
what happens, God will be with 
me, God will comfort and 
sustain me, I will not be alone, 
and I will have whatever 
strength and courage I need  
to do what needs to be done.   
I trust that, and I know it in the 
deepest part of my being.   

In last Sunday’s gospel, we have 
the less familiar version of “The 
Beatitudes” — the list from 
Luke’s gospel instead of 
Matthew’s.  Some of them are 
strikingly similar, of course, as  
is the one that stood out to me  
as I was reading them:  “Blessed 
are you who weep now, for you 

will laugh.” And it made me 
smile.  Because of my faith and 
trust in God, I have not in any 
way worried about Tom.   
I believe he is just fine, and is 
surrounded by more love and 
hope and joy than he could ever 
experience here on earth.  I have 
wept, but my tears have been 
grief for myself and for Tom’s 
family and close friends.  We 
miss him terribly.  But my tears 
have already been interrupted 
by laughter; my sorrow exists in 
the midst of my God-given joy.  
And I am filled with gratitude 
for Tom, for everyone who has 
reached out, for all who have 
prayed, and, yes, for God who 
has been with me every minute.   

During the last three weeks  
I have begun the process of 
grieving the loss of my life 
partner, the person I chose to  
be married to for over 50 years.  
During these three weeks I have 
leaned on God who has been 
very real to me.  During this 
time, God’s loving 
comfort and 
support have 
upheld me and 
given me strength.  
I know these words 
have probably been 
too much about me, 
but my hope has 
been that you will 
hear in it that I 

truly believe, that I know, that 
God is real and good and very 
present.  I hope you heard that, 
through the scriptures and 
through God’s very real 
presence, God can uplift us and 
provide solace and strength.  
And I’m hoping that you’ve 
heard that each of you, as part  
of the Body of Christ in the 
world today, can and do make  
a difference by bringing God’s 
love and your love to the people 
and places that need it.   

I am grateful that St. Martin’s  
is a place where all of us are 
welcome, where each of us 
comes with different needs and 
different gifts, and where we 
love each other during good 
times and bad.  I am grateful 
that I am able to grieve Tom’s 
death here among you. May you 
be blessed by the knowledge of 
God’s love for you, and may 
you receive from God whatever 
you need to live a life of love.  
Amen.   

Continued from page 1... 
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Are you a detail person?  Are you 

willing to spend time maybe once a 

month to count and log the 

financial donations that come in 

to St. Martin’s?  We need people to 

work in teams of two to count and 

record monetary donations either 

immediately after our 10:30am 

Sunday liturgy, or to come in 

sometime that week (usually 

Monday) to count and prepare the 

deposit.  One person reads the 

information from the check and/or 

envelope and the other enters it 

onto the computer. This is done 

downstairs at church.   

Please contact Tony and/or Steve B 

to volunteer to be a counter.   

P.S.  Tony would also love to hear 

from you if you are willing to help 

him with other financial tasks.   

Saturday, February 22 
9:00am – 12:00pm 
Flower arranging  
Sunday, February 23 
Drop off styrofoam  
for recycling 
8:00am – 9:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 
9:15am – 10:15am 
Adult Forum 
10:30am – 12:00pm 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 
Monday, February 24 
1:00pm – 2:30pm 
Leadership Team 
4:30pm – 6:00pm 
Bingo for Spring Valley 
Wednesday, February 26 
6:00pm – 8:00pm 
“The Autobiography of 
Miss Jane Pittman” 
Thursday, February 27 
12:15pm – 1:15pm 
Midweek Eucharist 
9:00pm – 10:00pm 
Pick up Panera Bread 
Friday, February 28 
9:00pm – 10:00pm 
Pick Up Panera Bread 
Saturday, March 1 
9:00am – 12:00pm 
Flower arranging  
Sunday, March 2 
Drop off styrofoam  
for recycling 
Hold for Committal of 
Margaret Jean Taber 
8:00am – 9:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 
9:15am – 10:15am 
Adult Forum 
10:30am – 12:00pm 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 

New Blinds in the Church! 

A special thank you to Mark E., 
who installed the much 
needed blinds in the windows 
by the computer and choir.  
On beautiful sunny Sunday 
mornings  these will help the 
folks that run the computer and 
sound equipment.  We are 
grateful! Thank you Mark! 

More Counters are Needed  
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Beginning during the 
racial turmoil of 
1960s Louisiana, 110-
year-old ex-slave Jane 

Pittman (Cicely Tyson) grants an interview to a 
persistent journalist and relates the remarkable story 
of her life. Orphaned early, she toils on a plantation 
until a chance meeting with a white Union soldier 
named Brown changes her outlook. Jane's 
emancipation marks only the beginning of an 
arduous and heartbreaking odyssey, framed by the 
horrors of slavery and the justice of the civil rights 
movement. — from Rotten Tomatos 

Wednesday,  
February 26 

 

Friday,  
March 7 

Wednesday,  
March 12 

Do You Take 
Good Notes?   
We are looking for a 
recording secretary for 
our vestry meetings.  Vestry's usual meeting 
day is the third Sunday of the month from 
6:00pm to 8:00pm via Zoom.  If you are 
willing to take notes at one meeting (or at all 
meetings, or any number in between), please 
let Mary, Jan, or Laura know.  Thank you!   

Spring is Coming!  

Save The Dates! 

April 27, Sunday  
KALAMAZOO CROP WALK 

May 10, Saturday  10:00am-6:00pm  
LETTER CARRIER’S STAMP 
OUT HUNGER  
(three different shifts)  

May 11, Sunday 

MOTHER’S DAY 

South Haven, Michigan 

Winter Chill 
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2025  

Parish Directory 
Remember, plans to update the Directory are 

underway here  

at the office. New and current members—please 

submit a current photo and any address, phone or 

email updates to stmartinkzoo@gmail.com. There 

will also be Update Forms available in the Great 

Hall.  Please have your updates to the office by 

Sunday, March 2.  Thank you!  

A copy of the Directory Update form is included 

REMINDER…Please start collecting items  

for the Auction and Plant Sale, such as*: 

 Pots and planters 

 Garden tools 

 Art 

 House items 

 Jewelry 

 Handcrafted items 

 Handmade jewelry, cards and crafts 

 A breakfast/small airplane ride 

 Gifts 

Note: We DO have storage 

space at church for items.  

Thank you for your support! 

Jennifer W. and Greta S.,  
St. Martin’s Youth Directors 

*  Fundraiser for our 

Intergenerational Service/

Learning Trip to the Pine 

Ridge Reservation in  

South Dakota  

(through Re-Member)  



Parish News 
St. Martin of Tours Episcopal Church 

 Volume 18 Issue 8     February 21, 2025 St. Martin of Tours Episcopal Church, 2010  Nichols Rd, Kalamazoo MI 49004-3200  *  269-381-3188 

Black History 

Month 
Page 6 

No one in this world should 

be hungry. That's why the 

CROP Hunger Walk is more 

than just a gathering of 

people in a place. We're part 

of a movement, taking steps 

and raising funds together to 

provide meals for those in 

our own community who 

need them - and supporting 

programs that create greater 

food security in communities 

all around the world. 

Join anytime between 1:00 

pm-2:00 pm to register, 

turn in your funds and 

enjoy learning about 

CWS and Loaves and 

Fishes. 2:00 pm is kick off 

and we have a 1.25 mile or 

a 3.1 mile walk. 

Join us in honoring Don 

DeYoung a long time CROP 

Hunger Walker. 

25% of all funds raised will 

be shared with Loaves and 

Fishes. 

Please join us in the fight 

against hunger. The steps we 

take and funds we raise will 

make a difference in the lives 

of others. 

Contact Jen W. to join our 

Crop Walk Team! 

 

 Location 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

504 South Westnedge Ave. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49007 USA  

mailto:jennifer.w.stmartins@gmail.com

