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Spring is Coming! Save The Dates! 

April 27, Sunday  

KALAMAZOO CROP WALK 

May 10, 10am-6 pm  

SATURDAY LETTER CARRIER’S STAMP OUT HUNGER  
(three different shifts)  

May 11 

MOTHER’S DAY 

Pat – Vac thru 2/20  
Saturday, February 15 
9:00am – 12:00pm 
Flower arranging  
Sunday, February 16 
Drop off styrofoam for 
recycling 
8:00am – 9:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 
9:15am – 10:15am 
Adult Forum 
10:30am – 12:00pm 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 
6:00pm – 8:00pm 
Vestry 
Monday, February 17 
Presidents' Day 
11:00am – 12:30pm 
Staff meeting 
4:30pm – 6:00pm 
Bingo for Spring Valley 
Wednesday, February 19 
1:30pm – 3:30pm 
Wardens/Rector meeting 
6:00pm– 8:00pm 
“The Help” (movie night) 
Thursday, February 20 
12:15pm – 1:15pm 
Midweek Eucharist 
1:30pm – 2:30pm 
Rector/Deacon meeting 
9:00pm – 10:00pm 
Pick up Panera Bread 
Friday, February 21 
2:30pm – 4:00pm 
Prayer Shawl Group 
9:00pm – 10:00pm 
Pick Up Panera Bread 
Saturday, February 22 
9:00am – 12:00pm 
Flower arranging 
Sunday, February 23 
Drop off styrofoam for 
recycling 
8:00am – 9:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 
9:15am - 10:15am 
Adult Forum 
10:30am – 12:00pm 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 

This year’s movie series, like last year’s, is eye-opening. Thursday 

night we showed the second movie, 12 Years a Slave, based on the 

book written by Solomon Northup 

in 1853. He is the individual that 

lived through this harrowing 

experience.   

I consider his bravery of sharing his 

story exceptional. Especially during 

that time-period in our history. He 

became an out-spoken abolitionist 

and proponent of the Underground 

Railroad. 

Movies like this are incredibly hard to watch – it takes a certain 

amount of bravery to endure the images of this story. To be open to 

new information and higher understanding of the true nature  

of slavery is so imperative. The shock for me was palpable – all  

I wanted to do was cry. 

I hope you will join us for our remaining movies in the series: The 

Help; The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman and Just Mercy. 

~ Toby S. 

Black History Month Movie Series 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_Northup
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St. Martin’s Youth Will Travel  
to South Dakota 

As you probably already know, our youth are preparing  
for a Service/Learning Trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation  
in South Dakota (through Re-Member) in July of this year, 
so they have been actively working to raise money.1 
Currently, the total amount of money paid by the 
participants and raised for the trip is $6,494.98. Our goal 
for fundraising in 2025 is $2,500.  

Some of the money they raised by collecting cans and 
bottles with deposits such as pop, beer, sparkling water, 
etc. Thank you to everyone who has donated to this cause 
by bringing your cans and bottles to church for us to turn 
in. Yes, we are continuing to collect cans and bottles for  
the deposits. 

Silent Auction and Plant Sale 

How you can help: 

• Donations are, of course, welcome. 

• In the Spring/May, we will be having a Silent Auction 
and Plant Sale.  You could begin by propagating house 
plants. If you need help, contact Jennifer W. In the 
Spring we will also be splitting outdoor plants for the 
sale. Let Jennifer W. know if you have plants to start. 
Also, we’ll be doing some seed planting.  

• Please start collecting items for the Auction and 
Plant Sale, such as: 

 Pots and planters 
 Garden tools 
 Art 
 House items 
 Jewelry 
 Handcrafted items 
 Handmade jewelry, cards and crafts 
 A breakfast/small airplane ride 
 Gifts 

Note: We do have storage space  
at church for items.  

Thank you for your support! 

Jennifer W. and Greta S.,  
St. Martin’s Youth Directors 

1 Advisors estimated that this trip will cost about 
$9000, but we realize that that number could 
now be higher due to rising travel costs.  
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We Will Miss Him!  
by Jennifer W.  
 

The good news is that Dr. Romeo Phillips is recovering 
very well after his surgery. The bad news for us is that he 
will be moving to Cincinnati to join his son this week, 
leaving on February 15.   

Dr. Phillips sang with a special unit in the Army during  
the Korean War, where he was “The Long Hair,” singing 
classical music. This unit toured around the country and 
was on TV. He was a high school music teacher.  
Dr. Phillips was the first Black Professor hired at 
Kalamazoo College, where he taught music and English. 
Dr. Phillips has a beautiful voice, singing baritone and 
enjoys singing classical music, hymns, and Negro Spirituals 
for the community and in churches. He said he was always 
a teacher at heart. He enjoyed teaching others about music, 
Negro Spirituals: how they were created by the enslaved, 
how they were used to communicate to the enslaved who 
escaped, and how they influenced gospel, jazz, and rock 
music.   

Dr. Romeo and his wife Pat were forces in the communities 
where they lived and, of course, in our church. Pat did 
community organizing in Chicago, working with Barack 
Obama. She brought her community organizing skills to 
Kalamazoo’s North Side. Pat and Dr. Phillips brought  
a local play, “In Search of Giants” to St. Martin’s, which 
was about slavery and the local Underground Railroad.  

 Dr. Phillips has worshipped at St. Barnabas and  
St. Martin's for many years, and we will truly miss him, his 
voice, and his charm. His cell phone number will remain 
the same.  Toby and Mary will have his forwarding address 
if you want to contact him.  
 

Personal note from the author:  Both Dr. Romeo and Pat 
Phillips were cared for by Faith W.’s birth mother (Nikki) 
and birth sister (Savannah) who are Home Health 
Caregivers.  Nikki was able to give them loving, 
trustworthy, quality care for many years. If you or someone 
you know are looking for someone to do Home Healthcare 
or House Help, both Nikki and Savannah are 
available.  Dr. Phillips and Jennifer and Tony W. would 
recommend Nikki and Savannah. Contact Jennifer W. for 
information.  
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We Are Trying  
a New  
Supply Order 
Process 

When supplies, such as: 
dish soap, paper towels 
or other needs for the 
church; please write 
down what you need on the form hanging on 
the office door.  Jeanine will pick up items at 
her next availability.  Thank you for your help 
in this new process.  We are trying to avoid 
any miscommunications and delay’s.  Please 
include your name, incase we have any 
questions. Thank you! 

     ~ Toby 

Wednesday,  

February 19 

Wednesday,  
February 26 

 

Friday, March 7 

In 1960s Mississippi, Southern society girl Skeeter (Emma 
Stone) returns from college with dreams of being a writer. 
She turns her small town on its ear by choosing to interview 
the Black women who have spent their lives taking care of 
prominent white families. Only Aibileen (Viola Davis), the 
housekeeper of Skeeter's best friend, will talk at first. But as 
the pair continue the collaboration, more women decide to 

come forward, and as it turns out, they have quite a lot to say.  

Dear Friends, 

 Thank you so much for 
supporting and believing in 
our work on the Eastside. 
We are grateful, in the face 
of great and violent change 

in our government, to continue to serve the kids 
who need a safe space, an encouraging adult, and 
sometimes a rousing game of UNO, to center 
themselves for what life brings them. 

 Thank you! 

 Peace House 
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Reminder….. 
2025 Parish Directory 
Plans to update the Directory are underway here at 

the office. New and current members—please 

submit a current photo and any address, phone or 

email updates to stmartinkzoo@gmail.com. There 

will also be Update Forms available in the Great 

Hall.  Please have your updates to the office by 

Sunday, March 2.  Thank you!  

A copy of the Directory Update form is included 

below. 
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St. Valentine 
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica 

St. Valentine (died 3rd century, Rome; feast day February 14) was 

the name of one or two legendary Christian martyrs whose lives 

seem to have a historical basis. He is the patron saint of lovers, 

people with epilepsy, and beekeepers. 

Who was St. Valentine? 

By some accounts, St. Valentine was a Roman priest and physician who 

was martyred during the persecution of Christians by the emperor Claudius II 

Gothicus about 270 ce. He was buried on the Via Flaminia, and Pope Julius 

I reportedly built a basilica over his grave. Other narratives identify him as 

the bishop of Terni, Italy, who was martyred, apparently also in Rome, and 

whose relics were later taken to Terni. It is possible these are different versions  

of the same original account and refer to only one person. 

Legend of St. Valentine 

According to legend, St. Valentine signed a letter “from your Valentine” to his 

jailer’s daughter, whom he had befriended and 

healed from blindness. Another 

common legend states that he defied the 

emperor’s orders and secretly married couples 

to spare the husbands from being conscripted 

to serve in war. 

God of love, you give us St. Valentine as  
an example of love. As we celebrate the 
feast of this loving and caring saint we ask 
you to bless all our relationships with 

family, friends, and neighbors.  

May the love and 
affection we share with 
each other always come 
from a sense of care and 
respect. May we always 
follow the example of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, who is 
Lord forever and ever.  

Amen. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/martyr
https://www.britannica.com/topic/patron-saint
https://www.britannica.com/science/epilepsy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/beekeeping
https://www.britannica.com/topic/priest-Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/martyr
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Claudius-II-Gothicus
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Claudius-II-Gothicus
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Julius-I
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Julius-I
https://www.britannica.com/technology/basilica-architecture
https://www.britannica.com/topic/bishop-Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/place/Terni-Italy
https://www.britannica.com/place/Italy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/martyred
https://www.britannica.com/place/Rome
https://www.britannica.com/topic/relic
https://www.britannica.com/art/legend-literature
https://www.britannica.com/science/blindness-medicine
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/legend

