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Black History Month 

A Heartfelt 
Farewell to Our 
Dearest Friend 

Thomas W. Perrin 

Thomas  
Wesley  

Perrin 
Born: December 31, 1951 

Died:  January 25, 2025 

Thank you to ALL who worked to make Tom’s  
service so very special.  Especially the meal 
organizers, Laura and Carol; and our amazing 
Flower Guild members, Louise, Jen and Penny. 
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Celebrate Black History Month 

with us!   

The Black History movie 

nights continue every 

Wednesday through 

March 5th 

Workshop! Chant  

as Early Music:  
Toward a Nuanced 

Performance  
of Gregorian Chant 

February 22 – 2:00p.m. 
First Congregational Church, 

Kalamazoo 

In this workshop, we will 
explore some of the oldest 
manuscripts containing chant 
notation and use them to 
inform a highly nuanced 
performance of this remarkable 
music. There is a unique thrill 
that accompanies looking at  
a 1200-year-old manuscript 
and translating it into sound. 
And this won’t be a purely 
academic exercise—we will 
sing the results of our 
explorations together! 

Click here to register - 

Register 

February 19 

the Help 

February 12 

12 Years  
a Slave 

February 26 
The 
Autobiography 
of Miss Jane 
Pittman 

March 5 

Ray 
Come join us at the movies! 
Enjoy yummy soups and 
great discussions. 

Pat V -Vacation  
February 11-21 
Saturday, February 8 
9:00am – 12:00pm 
Flower arranging  

Sunday, February 9 
Drop off styrofoam for 
recycling 
8:00am – 9:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 
9:15am – 10:15am 
Adult Forum 
10:30am – 12:00pm 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 
3:00pm – 4:30pm 
Book discussion 

Monday, February 10 
11:00am—12:00pm 
Staff Meeting 
1:00pm – 2:30pm 
Leadership Team 
4:30pm – 6:00pm 
Bingo at Spring Valley 

Wednesday, February 12 
6:30pm – 8:30pm 
Movie night 

Thursday, February 13 
12:15pm – 1:15pm 
Midweek Eucharist 
1:30pm – 2:30pm 
Rector/Deacon meeting 
9:00pm – 10:00pm 
Pick up Panera Bread 

Friday, February 14 
9 :00pm– 10:00pm 
Pick Up Panera Bread 

Saturday, February 15 
9:00am – 12:00pm 
Flower arranging 

Sunday, February 16 
Styrofoam for recycling 
8:00am – 9:00am 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 
9:15am – 10:15am 
Adult Forum 
10:30am – 12:00pm 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 
6:00pm-8:00pm 
Vestry 

https://earlymusicmichigan.org/chant
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2025  

Parish Directory 
Plans to update the Directory are underway here at the 
office. Please submit a current photo and any address, 
phone or email updates to stmartinkzoo@gmail.com. 
There will also be Update Forms available in the Great 
Hall.  Please have your updates to the office by Sunday, 
March 2.  Thank you!  

A copy of the Directory Update form is included below. 
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Get Your “Notorious 
RGB” 
On!!  

We have a lot  
of  work to do! 

Adult Formation  
This Sunday 
February 9 

We will be discussing  
Chapter 4 of Brian McLaren’s  

“A New Kind off Christianity.” 

Please join us at 9:15am.   
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Dear friends in Christ, 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. The mandate of Jesus Christ is that we  
love God with all our heart, soul, mind and 
strength, and love our neighbor as ourselves. 
“Those who abide in love abide in God, and  
God abides in them” (I John 4:16). Policies 
change and people change, but Jesus remains  
the same. His love never ends. 

As part of our practice of discipleship, the 
Episcopal Diocese of the Great Lakes is  
convening a diocesan conversation on how we 
might best love our neighbors who are immigrants 
and refugees. Our goal is to provide information 
you can use and a chance to connect with other 
Episcopalians who share this ministry. 

This Zoom meeting will take place on Monday, 
February 10, at 7:00 p.m. online. You may 
register to join the meeting here. Please save your 
post-registration confirmation email from Zoom 
since it will contain your unique access link to the 
meeting. If you have any questions or trouble 
accessing the meeting, please email 
rachel@greatlakesepiscopal.org. 

We will open with prayer, hear from Chancellor 
Bill Fleener about the legal realities for churches, 
immigrants and refugees, hear from 
Communications Director Rachel Ravellette  
about navigating public relations, and hear from 
churches with a local response strategy in place. 

In addition we commend to you these 
churchwide resources: 

• Episcopal Migration Ministries: They are 
holding weekly Zoom meetings on 
Tuesdays. Sign up for their newsletter here. 

• The Office of Government Relations. They 
are holding weekly Zoom meetings on 
Thursdays. Sign up for their Action Alerts 
here. 

We are aware that there are multiple communities 
whose lives have been affected by recent changes 
in federal policy, we are working on a series of 
webinars addressing these realities. In the near 
future we intend to convene conversations for 
effective ministry with the LGBTQ community 
and to support and connect members of our 
diocese who are leading ministries serving basic 
human needs. All are welcome. 

Your servant in Christ, 

 

 

The Rev. Nurya Love Parish  
Canon for the Northern 
Collaborative,  
Beloved Community and 
Creation Care 

Register for the February 10  
diocesan conversation here. 

https://greatlakesepiscopal.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=c5a6592707&e=f9afb8ae9e
https://greatlakesepiscopal.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=c5a6592707&e=f9afb8ae9e
mailto:rachel@greatlakesepiscopal.org
https://greatlakesepiscopal.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=9a8caec4c8&e=f9afb8ae9e
https://greatlakesepiscopal.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=990bd51c81&e=f9afb8ae9e
https://greatlakesepiscopal.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=728c45fd56&e=f9afb8ae9e
https://greatlakesepiscopal.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=9339f2baef&e=f9afb8ae9e
https://greatlakesepiscopal.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=9339f2baef&e=f9afb8ae9e
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0trv6nTLQ2ihn-UPrlwGqQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0trv6nTLQ2ihn-UPrlwGqQ
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"What if your power in this fight lies not in 
what you can do as an individual but in your 
ability to be part of a collective?" Mary 
Annaise Heglar 

WHAT:  An interfaith gathering to build resilience and 
work towards a sustainable future.  

WHY: The list is long, but here are a few reasons: 

• Because the new administration is shutting 
down funding, research, and conversation 
around climate change. 

• Because we want to keep the climate 
movement strong. 

• Because when we come together we find 
hope and possibility.  

WHERE: Portage United Church of Christ, 2731 
Milham Ave. 

WHEN: Saturday from 1-4 pm, social hour from 4-5 
(snacks, coffee and tea will be provided 
throughout the event as well) 

WHO: All are welcome -- we encourage all ages, faith 
perspectives, and anyone who cares about 
this issue and wants to learn more.  

HOW: RSVPs are welcome but not necessary.  
 https://www.hopeforcreation.net/events 

 

EVENT SCHEDULE: 

1:00pm:  Welcome  

1:10pm:  Resilience: What it means in our 
community 

1:30pm:  Introduction to breakout sessions 

1:40pm - 2:30pm:  Breakout session #1 

• Ecosystem Resilience: Ideas and 
Conversation Around Congregational Climate 
Action 

• Joan Hawxhurst -- Spiritual Resilience: 
Finding Hope Within 

• Devon Wilson -- Community Resilience 
with Sunlight Gardens 

2:30pm: Break 

2:40pm - 3:30pm:  Breakout Session #2 

Repeat of session #1: see above 

3:35pm - 4:00pm: Closing reflection and action steps 

4:00pm - 5:00pm: Social hour with appetizers,  
drinks and music 

 We hope to see you there! 

Molly Mechtenberg 

https://www.hopeforcreation.net/ 
https://www.miipl.org/ 

Event this Saturday!  Faith. Climate. Action.  

https://www.hopeforcreation.net/events?e=c34736e21312711d2730247c062f0f44&utm_source=michiganipl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=faith_climate_action&n=1
https://www.miipl.org/r?u=0G7-Wc4Wndf2IrlGl0eUQfX5SlO4kqwGX-HRxhOfuOlz98yPzSxtXamcpzvsDyFT&e=c34736e21312711d2730247c062f0f44&utm_source=michiganipl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=faith_climate_action&n=2
https://www.hopeforcreation.net/?e=c34736e21312711d2730247c062f0f44&utm_source=michiganipl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=faith_climate_action&n=3
https://www.miipl.org/?e=c34736e21312711d2730247c062f0f44&utm_source=michiganipl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=faith_climate_action&n=5
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CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH IN KALAMAZOO 

See the below list of events! 

February 1-28, Honoring Influential 
Black Men and Women in 
Kalamazoo’s History:  
The Kalamazoo Public Library is 
honoring formative Black men and 
women who have impacted the 
founding and growth of Kalamazoo. 
The library invites residents to read, 
watch and listen to their stories, 
browse special collections and 
participate in dedicated Black History 
Month programming. For more 
information, click here. 

February7-28, Sixth Annual  
Black Artist Exhibit: 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College’s 
Center for New Media will host The 
Sixth Annual Black Artist 
Exhibit throughout February. Opening 
Friday, February 7, the exhibit, 100 E 
Michigan Ave., is hosted in 
collaboration with the Black Arts and 
Cultural Center, the Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts and the Metropolitan 
Kalamazoo Branch of the NAACP. 

The event will highlight the works  
of local Black artists and provide  
a shared connection to the rich Black 
cultural heritage in the Kalamazoo 
area. For more information, click here. 

February 7-28, “The 4 L’s”  
Black History Month Exhibit:  
The works of Jaylei Art will be on 
display from February 7-28 at the Gail 
Sydnor Gallery in the Black Arts & 
Cultural Center, 359 S. Kalamazoo 
Mall. 

Gallery hours are 10:00am until 
4:00pm Tuesdays through Fridays. An 
opening reception will take place from 
5:00pm to 8:00pmFriday, February7. 
Light refreshments will be provided. 

February 7, 3rd Annual  
Black Male Summit:  
Featuring keynote speaker Nuri 
Muhammad of the Nation of Islam, the 
summit will take place from 5 :00pm 
to 8:30pm at the Western Michigan 
University Student Center, 1070 
Arcadia Loop. Open to ages 14 and up, 
the event is an opportunity for Black 
males to connect, learn and build. The 
free event will occur in the student 
center ballroom. Click here to pre-
register for the event. 

February 12, Celebrate Black History 
with Dr. Sampson Davis:  
Dr. Davis is one of three friends  
who made good on a childhood pact  
to become doctors and uplift their 
community. Davis is also an acclaimed 
speaker who authored the book, 
“Living and Dying in Brick City:  
Stories from the Front Lines of an  
Inner-City E.R.” 

He will share his experiences from 
12:pm to 2:00pm on Wednesday, 
February 12, at the Bronson Gilmore 
Center for Health Education, 201 Cedar 
Court in Kalamazoo. The event is free 
and open to the community, but pre-
registration is required. A limited 
number of copies of Davis’s book will 
be available for a book signing after  
his address. 

February 12,  
“Lift Every Voice and Sing”:  
Come celebrate 125 years of “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing” with a special 
program celebrating “Sing a Song: 
How Lift Every Voice and Sing Inspired 
Generations.” Author Kelly Starling-
Lyons’ picture book will be presented 
by Kalamazoo Public Library staff, 

along with the Helen L. Fox Gospel 
Music Center and the SW Michigan 
Chapter of the NAACP. The event will 
take place from 6:00pm to 7:30pm  
at the Northside Association for 
Community Development, 612  
N. Park St., Kalamazoo, MI. 

February 17, National Day  
of Racial Healing:  
The Northside Association of 
Community Development will host  
a community solidarity session from 
2:00pm to 5:00pm on Monday, 
February 17, at 612 Park St. The event 
is co-hosted with the Michigan 
Transformation Collective. 

The meeting will primarily serve  
as an opportunity to honor the 
National Day of Racial Healing with 
intersectional healing circles. 
Registration is required due to limited 
space and child care will be 
provided. Click here to register in 
advance. 

February 24: 
Black History Trivia Bingo:  
Hosted by Kalamazoo Public Library, 
Black History Trivia Bingo will take 
place from 6:00pm to 7:30PM on 
Monday, February 24 at the Eastwood 
Library Branch, 1112 Gayle Ave. 

The event aims to expand the 
knowledge of those who attend with 
an educational 
program that 
mixes local 
history with the 
fun of bingo. 
Click here for 
more 
information. 

https://www.kpl.gov/local-history/honoring-the-foundation-of-kalamazoo-during-black-history-month/
https://www.kvcc.edu/news/stories/2025-01-14_BlackArtistsExhibit.php
https://www.kvcc.edu/news/stories/2025-01-14_BlackArtistsExhibit.php
https://www.kvcc.edu/news/stories/2025-01-14_BlackArtistsExhibit.php
https://www.kvcc.edu/news/stories/2025-01-14_BlackArtistsExhibit.php
https://jamari-taylor.format.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-annual-black-male-summit-tickets-1225026871349
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-annual-black-male-summit-tickets-1225026871349
https://www.bronsonhealth.com/classes-events/search-results-detail/?eventId=e67f8993-87d3-ef11-a871-000d3a611816#RelatedEvents
https://www.bronsonhealth.com/classes-events/search-results-detail/?eventId=e67f8993-87d3-ef11-a871-000d3a611816#RelatedEvents
https://hlfgmc.org/
https://hlfgmc.org/
https://naacpkalamazoo.org/
https://naacpkalamazoo.org/
https://mitransformation.org/
https://mitransformation.org/
https://www.flipcause.com/secure/cause_pdetails/MjI2OTk5?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2jd7_qHwUzWBodvuvoIcBm8nUIv0AA9EEk5gf-3Mk8f6R6mPLujX_xwm8_aem_iLBy8QGighFfDksy3ytTrg
https://www.kpl.gov/event/black-history-trivia-bingo/
https://www.kpl.gov/event/black-history-trivia-bingo/
https://www.kpl.gov/event/black-history-trivia-bingo/

