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Stewardship Campaign Talk

WHY DO | SUPPORT OUR CHURCH?

My parents tithed faithfully
even when money was very
tight. | see the importance of
supporting my church, our
church, with my time, talent
and treasure. | learned the
value of money early because
there wasn’t a lot of it ever.
Once | started working, | really
understood the value or work/
money trade off.

WHY ST. MARTIN’S?

We are a welcoming
community in many ways. | was
hurting years ago when Karen
Blaise called to tell me about
St. Martin and what a healing
parish it is, and especially
Mother Mary. | was seeking

a refuge from the storm that
was happening at St. B’s. | met
with her and kept coming back.
And was blessed to meet all of
you. Many smiling faces and
kind words of welcome.

At a vestry meeting this year
we were asked “why are you
here?” My answer is that at
every service or event | attend

| find or hear a HOOK that
keeps me coming back. Usually
in a sermon, PoP, newsletter,
an email, the service itself. | just
hear something in a new way
and it speaks to me. A small

sustaining word or
phrase. It often brings
a tear to my eyes because my
religion, our services, are
emotional to me. One prayer

| have for each of you is that
you find your hook that brings
you back and encourages your
financial support of St. Martins.

WHAT DOES ST. MARTIN’S DO WITH
OUR TITHES?

e Pays salaries, maintains
buildings and grounds.
The usual stuff.

e Helps support our many
outside ministries.

e Our 3 Social Justice/Outreach
Program coordinators
presented recently to vestry.
There are 26 ministries and
22 are parish led. We need to
transition to new leadership as
able. That’s an opportunity to
use your talent and others will
help you. We put our money
where our mouth is!

e We have the opportunity to
help in new ways: become an
acolyte, lector, Eucharistic
Minister, help with Alms &
Oblations, become a greeter,
etc. Altar Guild, Flower Guild,
counters, etc. are always
looking for new people.

e I’'m doing a bit more lately,
because | was asked, and it
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took me out of my
comfort zone. Passively
being in church worked well for
me for a long time. BUT doing
more, giving more financially as
able, brings a return of greater
joy, sense of peace, that comes
back to me in many ways!
Contentment! I’'ve found
generosity attracts generosity.

WHY RAISE CHILDREN IN OUR
CHURCH?

e | wanted to because | saw that
the world can be a very tough,
temptation filled, negative
place for students when | was
in college. Especially if those
students don’t have a tether to
God. Attending here tethers me
to God, to each other, to good
choices, to good food, to
smiles.

So, some of our operating fund
goes to support our youth,
adult formation classes, music,
etc.

FUTURE NEEDS

e We need to continue our
church, keep it monetarily
thriving, and take it into the
future. What kind of church do
we want to be?

e ALLIGIVEIGET BACKIN MANY
WAYS. AGAIN, GENEROSITY
ATTRACTS GENEROSITY.
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Giving Tree Gifts Delivered!

Thanks to all who contributed to
the Giving Tree. The gifts for the
Refugee Kids/ ESL Kids at Woods
Lake Elementary were delivered to
the ESL teacher.

The Parish Youth assembled gift bags
for more of the ESL kids on Sunday.
Also, Greta S. and Jennifer W. donated
books for the kids to pick out. The
kids will be so excited to receive them.

Christmas Flowers

If you’d like to dedicate Christmas
flowers, please write the names as you
would like to see them in the Bulletin.
Place your form in the labeled basket on
the table in the Great Hall. If you’d like to
make a contribution, just fold your cash
or check along with your insert and give

to LauraE. orJaneP. or
leave in the basket. All
donations go to the
church flower fund.
Forms need to be
turned in no later than
Sunday, December 22.

o

In Case You Missed It

Our new sign has been
installed. It looks great!

STMARTIN
T TOURS

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Next step will be repairing
the landscaping.

WORSHIP 800 am ¢ 10,30am

;y',;f\‘!\

Parish Calendar

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
9:00am - 12:00pm
Flower arranging (in kitchen)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
Drop off styrofoam for recycling
8:00am - 9:00am

Holy Eucharist Rite Il
9:00am - 9:15am
Mustard Seed Market
9:15am - 10:15am

Adult Forum

10:30am - 12:00pm
Holy Eucharist Rite Il
11:30am - 12:00pm
Mustard Seed Market
12:00pm - 3:00pm
Greening of the church
MONDAY, DECEMBER 23
11am - 12:30pm

Staff mtg

1:00pm - 2:30pm
Leadership Team
4:30pm - 5:00pm

Bingo at Spring Valley
6:30pm - 8:30pm

Blue Christmas liturgy
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24
Christmas Eve

6:30pm - 8:00pm
Christmas Eve liturgy
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25
Christmas Day

(Day 1/8)

10:00am - 11:30am
Christmas Day liturgy
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26

(Day 2/8)

9:00pm - 10:00pm
Pick up Panera Bread
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27

(Day 3/8)

1:00pm - 2:30pm

SJO Year-end Giving Mtg
via Zoom

9:00pm - 10:00pm

Pick Up Panera Bread
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28

(Day 4/8)

9:00am - 12:00pm

Flower arranging (in kitchen)
10:00am - 1:00pm

Recycling Styrofoam & Electronics

N\

Office Closed -- Christmas Break

Office Closed -- Christmas Break

Office Closed -- Christmas Break

Office Closed -- Christmas Break

Mayors' Riverfront Park 251 Mills St.

J
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Blue Christmas

Monday, December 23 ==
St. Martin’s Christmas Week 6:30pm x

5

Schedule =1

Come be with us for this candlelit, quiet,
contemplative service in which we
acknowledge that celebrating Christmas as an
extended joy-filled, high energy holiday does
Monday, December 23, 6:30pm not fit the needs of everyone. If you have
suffered a loss, if the state of the world is
weighing on you, if you are sad or worried or

Sunday, December 22, after 10:30 service
Greening of the Church

Blue Christmas Liturgy

Tuesday, December 24, 6:30pm-8:30pm ~ hurting for any reason, please come sit
Christmas Eve Liturgy ~ with us as we pray, think, and listen to
~.__quiet music. Bring family and friends.
Wednesday, December 25, 10:00am—11:30am * . You can simply sit and listen, or you
Christmas Day Eucharist > 8 J: can participate in the prayers. This is

vt atime for you. We care. Please
~<4 .. come. And if you're a person who

‘ ——1._._,*‘\*‘,-;- isn't having a hard time right now,

o =" please consider coming in support

:::. "'“*-L“ _‘\,\ of the rest of us. Thank you.

This Sunday!
The Greening of the Church

Sunday, December 22, after the 10:30am liturgy is
when we'll decorate the church in preparation for the
celebration of Christmas. Please help us put out the
nativity scenes and our other decorations to create a
festive atmosphere for this important holy day. We'll

- have snacks and fun... and maybe even some
e background music.
l, 8 Tuesday, December 31 More help is needed; please plan to assist. More

6:30pm-8:00pm hands make lighter work!

P.S. And while you're at it, keep your eyes
open for a diamond. One fell out of
Jeanine's ring last year so we're hoping
we'll find it among the decorations.
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St. Tzrzsa s Christmas Partg N !W Tk "’ ey
Here arg somg pictargs from the = 0 Lk
St. Tergsa’s Christmas party hosted
by dally Roach on daturdag,
Decgmber 14. The women
gnjoyed timg to connget,
sharg a fun gamg, and try
somg very delicious (and |
strong) wassaill Thank gou
to all that werg ablg to

participate in this fun party!

dpgcial thank you to
@Qreta S. for sharing

pleturgzs V\;lj,b u \_l

Advent Furniture Arrangement Plan to bg herg for...

You may have noticed that the furniture in the .
church is in a different arrangement from what it's Christmas
been during Advent in recent years. The main lsgssons & Carols

reason is to make it easier for people to come to
Communion during the last weeks of Advent and dunday, Pecember 29

during the Christmas season. The symbolism is the | during the 10:30am lit(ll’ga

same: the altar has moved into the nave as a way o _ ‘

to show that God came to be among us; the rows We'll sing our favorite Christmas carols
of chairs are at an angle as if our arms are reaching | interspersed throughout the Christmas
out to welcome Jesus. If you prefer one way to the | seripturgs. {1 good timg will bg had by

other, please let us know. Thanks! all. Plgasg plan to attgnd.
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Gifts for Youth at the
Kalamazoo Juvenile Home

As we have done for the past two years, we are
once again giving a backpack, fleece blanket, and a
$10 McDonald's gift card to each of the 40 youth
living in the Juvenile Home. In the past, we have
asked for donations to cover the cost; however,
this year, vestry approved funds from the
Mission/Vision account and your Social Justice/
Outreach team included funds in their budget to
help cover these gifts. Of course, all of St.
Martin's funding comes from you . .. so this is
truly a gift from the whole churchl!

Bonnie L. helped organize this and she has told us
that some of the youth have never before
received a Christmas gift. so that this is greatly
appreciated by the youth. Some of the youth have
come back later in the year for programs and they
have been carrying their backpacks!

Thank you for all of St. Martin's generosity.

—Deacon Pat
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Ready to go for a ride?

We’'ve put together a driving route for Kalamazoo to
maximize your Christmas lights experience
— Kalamazoo Downtown Partnership

In addition to displays, we’ve included
some stops for treats and photo ops
along the way:

1. Santa Statue

2. Santa’s Workshop (Radisson)

3. Cherri’s Chocol’art (hot cocoa, Monster Shakes)
4. Rocket Fizz (candy, pop)

5. Pop City Popcorn

(popcorn, local treats)

6. Bronson Park + Candy Cane Lane

7. Ride Holly Jolly Trolley

8. Christmas Card Lane

Thelights @ The Qights ‘ The Bites @

3 - Cherri's Chocol'art
4 - Rocket Fizz
5 - Pop City Popcorn

- Kalamazoo Mall
¢ Giant Santa Statue
* Decorated Windows
2 - Santa's Workshop
6 - Candy Cane Lane
7 - Holly Jolly Trolley

6 - Bronson Park
1 - Kalamazoo Mall
8 - Christmas Card Lane




