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Our soon to be Z-year-old granddaughter is
discovering Christmas — and the Time Out Chair.

Nothing is more
fun than a 23-
month old's first
| Christmas — alll
the new

! discoveries!

' On the other

20-year-old
Daughter, Autumn, rediscover the joy
of Christmas through her daughter's
eyes is even more amazing. But
Autumn is also discovering the stress
- handling a toddler's highs and lows.
Being a parent, especially a single
parent, is not easy.

| remember the challenges of balancing

work, home, shopping, stress, bills and
young children. | know most of you
understand that too.

| have coached Autumn a little but

mostly she is on top of the challenges.

| am so proud of her! What an amazing
young woman she has become! She is
taking online classes and starting

a new job this month.
Joe and | do our best
to help out with

28 Neveah to give her

a break.

=4 | am reminded of the
Sl many struggling
" Y families that don't
4 get a break, and say
a quite prayer of
strength for them.

J hand, watching my

0
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We are blessed and we are grateful for
all we have. |look forward to
Christmas morning with my grandson,
William, and little Neveah opening their
presents.

As we await celebrating the birth of
Jesus, may we all

take a "break” and

be thankful.

Merry Christmas
to my

St. Martin's
family!

- Toby, Joe,
Ashely William,
Autumn and our
little Neveah
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Parish
Calendar

Saturday, December 14
9:00am - 12:00pm

Flower arranging (in kitchen)
Sunday, December 15
Drop off styrofoam

8:00am - 9:00am

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00am - 9:15am

Mustard Seed Market

9:15am - 10:15am
Adult Forum

10:30am - 12:00pm
Holy Eucharist Rite I

11:30am - 12:00pm
Mustard Seed Market
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Vestry

Monday, December 16
11:00am - 12:30pm
Staff meeting

4:30pm - 5:30pm
Bingo for Spring Valley
Wednesday, December 18
2:00pm- 3:30pm
“Disrupting Darkness”
Thursday, December 19
12:15pm- 1:15pm
Midweek Eucharist
1:30pm — 2:30pm
Rector/Deacon meeting
9:00pm - 10pm

Pick up Panera Bread
Friday, December 20
2:30pm - 4:00pm
Prayer Shawl Group
9:00pm - 10:00pm
Pick Up Panera Bread
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Another Connection to
Pine Ridge Reservation

As St. Martin's began to have relationships with
people living on and serving the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation, one of our members, Ken
M., who is a very talented musician, co-
founded the Pine Ridge Flute Society. Below is
an update note from Ken.

I am pleased to report that the Pine Ridge Flute
Society is still going strong. They are preparing
to record their 3rd CD in Rapid City and will also
be performing at the Dahl Fine Arts Center in
Rapid City. We just purchased 10 Native
American flutes to gift to deserving .
young people at Pine Ridge High
School.

Thank you for your continuing
support for the PRFS as they restore
hope and save lives with their
sacred flutes.

Q‘D;: g
By Ken M

Co-Founder, Pine Ridge Flute Society

Okay, buddy! Stop right-theve! |'ve got

No decorating the Advent bush my canon

until Christmas Eve. Ma'am, lawyer on

please move away from fhe tree speed-dial.
& N G

Honey, who
calledthe
Advent police *

Busted.
| worned
them.
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Our 2024 MUstarc] Sccd Mar‘cct ~
Dort Miss J#!

Continues Through December 51

The Mustard Seed Market is a way for holiday
shoppers to honor friends and family with gifts
that can transform lives in developing nations
and in our own Kalamazoo community.

This year, we are partnering with twelve
organizations and ministries:

St. Martin’s India Ministry

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation/Re-Member

Kalamazoo Open Doors

Ministry with Community

Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes

Adopt a Friend for Life of SW MI

Clean Water for the World

OutFront Kalamazoo

Refugee Resettlement Program

Community Homeworks

Diapers, North & South

Youth Service-Learning Mission Trip

to Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.

- Order on-line through our website.
- Order through the mail.

- Order in person on Sunday, December 15
and 22 after services.

Contact Deacon Pat or Laura E. for more
information.

J
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(28 The Parish Youth are hos’rmg
s> Coffee Hour this Sunday,
,, December 15, including
a Hot Cocoa Bar!
Join us for this
winter treat.

St. Texesa’s gui[c[
Holiday Gathering
Saturday, December 14

Y from 4:00opm -7:00pm
734 Circlewood Dr S., Portage Ml 49002.

*The decision was made to start at 4:00pm to minimize driving
in the dark. If you can attend, please bring an appetizer to
A share and a package of underwear that will be donated
to Ministry with Community. Should you haveany -q‘
-~ questions, reach out to Sally or Laura. % & B

S
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St. Martin’s Christmas Week Schedule

Sunday, December 22, after 10:30 service

Greening of the Church AnTicipanion as we await Christoas Day!
Monday, December 23, 6:30pm There are Girts, all ready, under the
Blue Christmas Liturgy Gving Tree!

Tuesday, December 24, 6:30pm-8:30pm

Please have the
Giving Tree GIfTS

Wednesday, December 25, 10:00am—11:30am due Dec. 15, To

Christmas Day Eucharist The church This
Sunday. Ir you

have any 1ssues
Getting them To
church Sunday,
please contact
Jenniper W.
Thank you!

Christmas Eve Liturgy

w | ‘_

i1'n Tuesday, December 31
6:30pm-8:00pm
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= Do You Know Who
Gave What?

We want to make sure we
know about donations of
things we see on our
grounds and in our building,
so we can have a
permanent record of

them. For example, the
picture of St. Martin of
Tours that is in the nave on the left side as you're
facing the altar was commissioned
and donated by Carter Brooks, and
the Christ the King figure that hangs
above the altar was carved and
donated by Rod Hill. If you've
donated something or if you know
the history of anything on our
property, please let Toby, Jeanine, or
Mary know. Please do not assume
that we already have it on the list. For example,
we just learned that someone donated the trees
that line one side of the driveway, but we don't

know who Thank you for your help!
: /,(,

Plan to bg herg for...

Christmas l.gssons ~ —
& Carols Z= 1
dunday, Pecegmber 29

daring the 10:30am liturgy

We'll sing our favorite Christmas carols
intgrspersed throughout the Christmas
sceripturegs. {1 good timg will bg
had by all. Plgasg plan to attgmd

Come Participate in
The Greening of the Church

Sunday, December 22, after the 10:30am liturgy

is when we'll decorate the church in preparation
for the celebration of Christmas. Please help us
put out the nativity scenes and our other
decorations to create a festive atmosphere for this
important holy day. We'll have snacks and fun...
and maybe even some background music.

Christmas Flowers

If you’d like to dedicate Christmas flowers, please
write the names as you would like to see them in the
Bulletin. Place your formin the labeled basket on
the table in the Great Hall. If you’d like to make a
contribution, just fold your cash or check along with
your insert and give to Laura E. or Jane P. or leave in
the basket. All donations go to the church flower
fund. Forms need to be turned in no later than

@day, December 22.

More help is needed; please plan to assist.
More hands make lighter work!

P.S. And while you're at it,
keep your eyes open

for adiamond. One fell out of
Jeanine's ring last year so we're
hoping we'll find it among the
decorations.




