The Mustard Seed Market is a time for holiday shoppers to honor friends and
family with gifts that can transform lives in developing nations and in our
Kalamazoo community. The Market opens Nov 9 and runs through Dec 31.
An insert describing each gift is included with your purchase.
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Pine Ridge Indian Reservation / Re-Member
The Pine Ridge Indian Reservation is in South Dakota. The
reservation is home to the Oglala Lakota people and has the lowest
life expectancy and several of the poorest communities in the United
States. High mortality rates, depression, alcoholism, drug abuse,
malnutrition, and diabetes ravage much of the population.
St. Martin’s parishioners have participated in service/learning
mission trips to Pine Ridge with Re-Member, a nonprofit
organization which has served the Oglala Lakota people for 23
years. Donations will be used to acquire materials to build bunk
beds for children, install mobile home and trailer skirting, help grow
healthy food in community gardens, and provide winter heating
assistance.
Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes (KLF) is the largest charitable
food distribution system in Kalamazoo County. KLF works
hard to reduce hunger through five programs and
community-wide advocacy efforts. In response to the public
health crisis, KLF is operating a temporary model that
provides pre-packed, curbside grocery pick-up. KLF has
also launched a home delivery program to support those who
can’t travel to a pantry or may be immunocompromised.

Up to 20 home deliveries are made each day. KLF is also
working closely with partner agencies and schools to make
sure they are connecting their clients, especially children,
with the food resources that they need.
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Adopt a Friend for Life of SW Michigan
Adopt a Friend for Life rescues homeless, stray and abandoned cats
and dogs, as well as assists families with companion animals that need
to be re-homed. They offer an alternative to placement in animal
control shelters by placing the animals in a loving foster home
environment until they can be placed for adoption into permanent
homes. While in their care, medical and veterinary services are
provided to assure proper pet health. Because one of their basic
foundational philosophies is the elimination of pet overpopulation,
they provide 100% spay/neuter for all animals in their care before
adoption is finalized. Another function of the organization is to provide education for pet owners
and adoption homes to address various problems associated with sharing life with a 4-footed
companion. They strive to enrich the human-animal bond by “building lifelong friendships, 4 paws
at a time.”

Clean Water for the World is a nonprofit organization that builds an ultraviolet light water

purification system that purifies up to 5 gallons of water per minute, using less power than a
40-watt light bulb, or solar power. These units are manufactured in Otsego, Michigan and given
free-of-charge to communities in developing countries that do not have potable water. Working
through other non-governmental organizations, they have units purifying water in communities in
El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Guatemala, Ecuador, Tanzania, India, Dominican Republic, and more.
All they ask from communities receiving the units is that they assign someone to maintain the
purifier and allow everyone free access to the pure water.

Refugee Resettlement Program
St. Martin’s has been active in the refugee resettlement
program since 2013. We have worked with two
individuals, one from Congo and one from Sudan, and one
family of seven from Syria. Funds currently are needed to
assist with fees for extracurricular school activities for the
children, food, clothes, gasoline, insurance, groceries, rent
and utility assistance. Please consider assisting this work
with a gift of any amount.
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Diapers, Etc.
Diapers, Etc. is a ministry of St. Barnabas Episcopal Church
in Portage that provides diapers to families in south
Kalamazoo County struggling to get by. The program,
begun in March 2015, has been growing steadily. Diapers,
Etc. currently serves between 40-50 families
(that’s 4,500-5,000 diapers per month). Funding is mostly
through local grants, but the program’s rapid growth
means that it has come to rely more and more on donations to keep pace with the need.

Open Doors Residence Community for Working People
provides rooms and apartments for low wage workers
who are priced out of the housing market. Residents pay
a monthly program fee which includes housing, all or
most utilities, and personal support and assistance.
Some units are fully furnished. Open Doors also
provides a residential self-help program, where homeless women and men can seek and find
employment, save for future housing, and address personal obstacles to stability. Open Doors staff
develops one-on-one relationships with their residents, helping them move toward self-sufficiency.
Open Doors serves over 60 homeless women and men each year; provides permanent affordable
housing to over 100 low-income households; helps over 61% of residents find employment; and
uses over 90% of donated funds directly for service.

Ministry with Community provides two daily meals, daytime shelter, and an array of basic and
intensive services to those experiencing homelessness, poverty, substance abuse, mental illness,
and other challenges. Free laundry, showers, meals, secure storage, drop-in social work,
employment assistance, and more are available to anyone. These services are provided in an
environment of dignity, hope, trust, and unconditional acceptance where all people are respected
and valued.
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St. Martin’s India Ministry
St. Martin of Tours has had a relationship with the Diocese of Durgapur
in West Bengal, India, since 2010. We have visited our friends in India
eight times and have seen the incredible work being done there amongst
the poorest of the poor – the “untouchable caste” (dalits), tribal villagers,
and children whose families are being shunned because of leprosy.
During this time of pandemic, after school staff and volunteers are tutoring
students via mobile phone and internet and are staying in touch with their
families; churches have set up food distribution sites; and the Diocese is providing essential food
commodities to those in need of food relief. Your gift will support ongoing
Diocesan projects: a much-needed blood bank at the tribal hospital in Sarenga;
Child Development After-School Centers through Godchild sponsorships; direct
support of anti-human trafficking through Safe Houses, education, and
intervention; cataract surgery which has resumed at the Good Shepherd Eye
Clinic; and providing scholarships to send children in Purulia to St. Peter’s
School.

For over 30 years, OutFront Kalamazoo has worked to advance social justice, build coalitions,
change hearts and open minds so that all people in southwest Michigan can live authentically and
free from discrimination - regardless of their gender identity or sexual orientation. OutFront
Kalamazoo provides a safe and welcoming environment with a wide range of programs and
services. We offer a place to be seen and heard and an opportunity to join with others who desire to
live unapologetically, #AlwaysOutFront. Visit https://www.outfrontkzoo.org to learn more.

St. Martin’s Mustard Seed Market is sponsored by
St. Martin of Tours Episcopal Church
2010 Nichols Rd. Kalamazoo, MI 49004 Phone (269) 381-3188
web: www.stmartinepiscopal.org e-mail: stmartinkzoo@gmail.com

2020
4

