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I have a confession: before I went to
seminary, I really had
nothing much good to
say about the Apostle
Paul. I mean, the man
couldn’t write a concise
sentence if he had to.
Following his train of
thought was a challenge.
His theology seemed to
be all over the map. He
was hung up sex, and
misogynistic. He was never a disciple of
the living Jesus, so I wondered why we
gave his writings so much weight.
My New Testament professor, Dr.
Holloway, essentially rescued Paul for
me. Not by explaining why Paul was
right or wrong about something, but by
opening my eyes to why Paul was
writing at all. Paul was a problem solver.
He was an empiricist of sorts. His
theology was all over the map because
he wasn’t trying to create theology. He
was putting out fires. He initially
assumed, as did all the disciples, that
Jesus would return soon—the Parousia,
the Rapture, was immanent. Then, it
didn’t come. And didn’t come. He had
to find a way to explain why. The church
in Galatia worried about what happened
to the followers who died before Jesus’
return--could they enter the Kingdom?
So, he came up with an explanation that
would solve that problem. Then the
church in Corinth got hung up on
speaking in tongues, so Paul had to let
them know that speaking in tongues
was great, but it wasn’t the most
important gift of the Spirit.
Like almost all first century Diaspora
Jews, Paul believed the stereotype that
all gentiles were fornicators. So,
surprise, he wrote about that a lot. And
then turned around and argued
vehemently with Peter and James that

his gentile converts not be required to
follow Jewish law. Much of
the truly misogynistic
writings of Paul weren’t
actually written by Paul; in
fact, most scholars agree
that Paul only wrote about
seven of the fifteen
epistles attributed to him.
And in those, Paul is
frequently speaking of
women as being leaders in the church.
Paul was a master of metaphor. His
writing often displays this pattern: (1) he
would see a problem (2) he turned the
problem into a biblical metaphor for the
problem (3) Then, he explained how that
Biblical metaphoric problem could be
solved—and only inferred how that
solution also solved the current problem.
His writings were convoluted because he
wrote in the style of Greco-Roman
orators. That was the style that people
used when arguing a point. Compared to
Plato or the Stoics, his prose is downright
succinct.
Paul may not have been physically
present with Jesus as a disciple, but he
truly was a follower. Paul’s first letters
actually pre-date the earliest Gospel
(Mark’s) by about 20-30 years, so in that
sense, Paul’s writings are the most
contemporaneous with what the earliest
disciples believed about Jesus.
For all his issues, Paul gave us some of
our most cherished images and phrases:
The Church as the body of Christ. The
fruits of the spirit. Nothing can separate
us from the love of God in Christ. The
greatest of these [gifts] is love.
The most astounding thing about Paul,
for me, now, is that this complicated,
sometime egotistical, sometime
amazingly humble, confusing, hopeful,
determined man could have so obviously

had his entire life turned upside down
by his experience of Christ. That is the
greatest argument that Paul could
make. That transformation is more
compelling to me than all the eloquent
theology or poetic word-smithing that I
might have once wished he offered. So,
thank you Paul, for your example and
writings, and thank you Dr. Holloway,
for helping me re-discover this amazing
apostle.

Animal Blessings
Sunday, 10:00am
 Bring your live pet on a
leash or in a crate
 Bring a picture of a
beloved pet (or other
animal)
 Bring a beloved stuffed animal
After the Confession /
Absolution, all animals
present will be blessed.
Names will be taken and
certificates issued for each one blessed.
The animals may remain in the service
with us, or may be taken outside during
the sharing of the Peace.

Sept
30 Prayer Shawl Retreat 10am-2pm
Oct.  St. Francis Day—Animal Blessing
1
 Warm Families Clothing Drive
 EC-101 at 5pm
Oct Celebration of New Ministry for
4 Mother Linnea at Emmanuel
Episcopal Church, Hastings, at 7pm
Oct
5 Blood Drive
Oct  EDWM Healing Racism Training:
7
St. Andrew’s Church Grand Rapids
at 9am
 EDWM PreConvention Meeting at
St. Martin’s 10am-12pm

Update
Ken just returned from another week working with Re-Member at
the Pine Ridge Oglala Lakota Reservation in South Dakota. He’s
filled with enthusiasm about the good relationships being built and
the work being done. The Pine Ridge Flute Society has really taken
off. Ken is co-founder along with Lakota teacher, Will Peters.
The high-school students they worked with last year have made a
CD of their flute music. They’re not only selling the CD’s to earn
money for themselves and their families, but they’re submitting it for consideration for the Native American Music
Awards (equivalent to our Grammys)! Click here for a good article in the Lakota Country Times.
Now back with us, Ken has agreed to be our Re-Member—Pine Ridge Outreach Coordinator. You’ll be hearing from
him soon about a possible 2018 trip to Pine Ridge.
Welcome back, Ken! We’re proud to know you!

EDWM PreConvention Meeting
Saturday, October 7
10:00am to 12:00pm
Because of a scheduling
mix-up at two other churches, St. Martin’s has
been asked to host this meeting. We agreed.
Contact Tom P if you’d like to help with
hospitality.
All delegates and alternates are expected to
attend. All others are welcome. Come hear
what’s planned for Diocesan Convention, and
get any questions answered. See you there!
The Social Justice Outreach Committee is kicking off the new
church year with a Ministries of the Heart activity, which we hope
will serve several purposes: 1.) To increase awareness of St. Martin’s
Ministries, 2.) To invite people to become involved in our Social
Justice Outreach projects and ministries, 3.) To celebrate and
acknowledge the abundance of service work being done by
parishioners, who are involved in St. Martin of Tours ministries and
elsewhere in the community.
Who: Everyone is invited to participate, children and adults
How: Locate the brightly colored hearts and pens in a basket just
outside the door going into the nave. On the paper, write the
ministries in which you are involved i.e. Altar Guild,
Formation teacher, Grounds, Acolyte, Food preparation,
Reader, Counter, Server, Building helper, Church Committees,
Vestry, Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry Volunteer,
Clean Water for the World, Panera, Nurture Our Woods
(NOW), Clean Up Days, Choir, Music, Memorial Garden,
Prayer Shawls…and the list goes on and on. Feel free to
include ministries you are involved in outside of St. Martin’s.
Get a clothespin and hang up your paper on the clothesline,
located along the walls of the sanctuary.
When: Now through October 15, when we will have a Blessing of
Ministries.
Thanks for your participation! Please see Chris M or Laurie A, if
you have questions.

Prayer Shawl Retreat
Tomorrow, Saturday, Sept. 30!
St. Martin’s Prayer Shawl Ministry is hosting a
prayer shawl retreat on September 30 from
10:00am to 2:00pm. Bring a lunch if you have
not already requested one.
The retreat will be focused on prayer as well as
on learning new skills — from learning how to
knit and/or crochet if you want, to learning more
intermediate skills of cables and how to read
and change patterns. It will be a great time of
prayer, reflection, learning, and fellowship.

A Word to the Church from The
Episcopal Church’s House of
Bishops Gathered in Fairbanks,
Alaska, September 21-26, 2017
The bishops of The Episcopal Church came to
Alaska to listen to the earth and its peoples as an act of
prayer, solidarity and witness. We came because:
 “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and
those who live in it; for he has founded it on the seas, and
established it on the rivers” (Psalm 24:1-2). God is the Lord
of all the earth and of all people; we are one family, the
family of God.
 “You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are …
members of the household of God” (Ephesians 2:19). The
residents of interior Alaska whom we met are not
strangers; they are members of the same household of
faith.
 People have “become hard of hearing, and shut their eyes
so that they won’t see with their eyes or hear with their ears
or understand with their minds, and change their hearts
and lives that I may heal them” (Matthew 13:14-15). We
are blind and deaf to the groaning of the earth and its
peoples; we are learning the art of prayerful listening.
What does listening to the earth and its people mean? For
us bishops, it meant:
 Getting out and walking the land, standing beside the
rivers, sitting beside people whose livelihood depends on
that land. We had to slow down and live at the pace of the
stories we heard. We had to trust that listening is prayer.
 Recognizing that struggles for justice are connected.
Racism, the economy, violence of every kind, and the
environment are interrelated. We have seen this reality
not only in the Arctic, but also at Standing Rock in the
Dakotas, in the recent hurricanes, in Flint, Michigan,
Charlottesville, Virginia, and in the violence perpetuated
against people of color and vulnerable populations
anywhere.
 Understanding that listening is deeply connected to
healing. In many healing stories in the gospels, Jesus
asked, “What do you want me to do for you?” That is, he
listened first and then acted.
What did we hear?

 “The weather is really different today,” one leader told
us. “Now spring comes earlier, and fall lasts longer. This is
threatening our lives because the permafrost is melting
and destabilizing the rivers. We depend on the rivers.”
 The land in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge where the
caribou birth their calves is called the “sacred place where
life begins,” so sacred the Gwich’in People do not set foot
there. “Drilling here,” people said, “is like digging beneath
the National Cathedral.”
 After shopping together, a native Episcopalian told one of
us how hard it is to even secure food. “We can’t get good
food here. We have to drive to Fairbanks. It is a two-hour
trip each way.”
What we bishops saw and heard in Alaska is dramatic, but it
is not unique. Stories like these can be heard in each of the
nations where The Episcopal Church is present. They can be
heard in our own communities. We invite you to
join us, your bishops, and those people already engaged in
this work, in taking time to listen to people in your dioceses
and neighborhoods. Look for the connections among race,
violence of every kind, economic disparity, and the
environment. Then, after reflecting in prayer and engaging
with scripture, partner with people in common commitment
to the healing of God’s world.
God calls us to listen to each other with increased attention.
It is only with unstopped ears and open eyes that our hearts
and lives will be changed. It is through the reconciling love
of God in Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit that we and
the earth itself will be healed.
A Prayer for Our Time and for the Earth
Dear God, Creator of the earth, this sacred home
we share: Give us new eyes to see the beauty all
around and to protect the wonders of creation. Give
us new arms to embrace the strangers among us
and to know them as family. Give us new ears to
hear and understand those who live off the land
and to hear and understand those who extract its
resources. Give us new hearts to recognize the
brokenness in our communities and to heal the
wounds we have inflicted. Give us new hands to
serve the earth and its people, and to shape
beloved community. For you are the One who seeks
the lost, binds our wounds and sets us free, and it is
in the name of Jesus the Christ we pray. Amen.

Bishop Edward Lee, seventh bishop of the Diocese of Western Michigan, has retired again.
He first retired after serving as Bishop Diocesan here for 13 years. Then, after moving back
home to Pennsylvania, he agreed to serve as Assisting Bishop in the diocese there. He’s
served in that capacity for 15 years. For health reasons, and to have a more relaxing
retirement with his family and friends, he has now retired again. Our prayers and best
wishes accompany him into this retirement, with gratitude for his service to God and the
Church.

Last Sunday, September 24: Did you notice the number of young people who were involved in our 10:00am liturgy?

Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.
—Bishop Desmond Tutu

Sunday, October 1
Altar Guild:
Pat, Laurie & Bob

10am Service
Acolytes: Shari, Mike & Joel
Lectors: Carol C & Pete
Panera: 9/29
Eucharistic Ministers: Mark & Jane
Cheryl & Pam
Intercessor: Lou
Alms & Oblations: Kay & Bill
8am Service
Greeters: Tom & Barb R
Acolyte: Cindy
Nursery: Kathy & Steve
Lector: Al
Intercessor: Paula Coffee: Nancy
Counters: Chuck & Jane
Flowers: Julie

Sunday, October 8
Altar Guild:
Musette, Carol Ann
& Penny
Panera: 10/6
???????
8am Service
Acolyte: Shari
Lector: Paula
Intercessor: Joyce

10am Service
Acolytes: Lee, Jillian & Lydia
Lectors: Jane & Tom
Eucharistic Ministers: Jeanine & Pete
Intercessor: Musette
Alms & Oblations: Mike & Sally
Greeters: Joel & Julie
Nursery: Becky & Tressa
Coffee: Becky
Counters: Jeff & Laurie
Flowers: Julie

