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A couple of weeks ago, there was a day
when Tom had to have lab work done
in Grand Rapids, and then he had
two doctor appointments there
after that, so I took my computer
along in the car and worked while
he was in the medical building.
He had 20 or 30 minutes in
between the appointments, so he
came back to the car and we
talked. As we talked, we laughed
(of course!) and didn’t pay
particular attention – until she
said something – that there was a
woman standing in front of our car,
looking at us and smiling. She was
pointing, and I thought she was
pointing at Jefferson and telling us that
she liked the looks of him, so I smiled
and waved back.
And now I’m smiling as I’m
remembering this. She came to the
passenger side of the car, so I opened
the back window – where Jefferson was
– so she could see him up close. But it
turns out that she wasn’t looking at
Jefferson at all; she was looking at us.
When she stood by Tom’s window, I
opened it, and she began exclaiming
that seeing us laughing together was a
gift to her soul. She had just come out
of a therapy session where she
lamented that no one she knew was
happy, that nobody seemed to feel joy
anymore, and that, when her therapist
told her to spend time with people who
weren’t depressed, she had to say she
wasn’t sure she knew anyone like that.
On the way out of the building she had
prayed to meet someone who was
happy… and there, right in front of her,
were two people laughing in a car!
She told us over and over that we were
an answer to prayer. She exclaimed so
much that our happiness and laughter
were miraculous, that all three of us
probably couldn’t have quit smiling for
anything right then.

Number 35

Tom had to leave for his appointment,
so Lisa – that’s her name – got in the
car and told me all about her life. She
also pulled out one of those flipchart calendars that had a
Christian quote for every day,
and she asked me what some of
the words meant. We had a
delightful discussion. The time
sped by…

Sept 10






Sept 11

India Travellers’ meeting
1:30pm

Sept 13




At the end, she had to leave to
get to a class, but she gave me
her phone number and asked if
I’d text her occasionally, and if she
could meet with me again when I came
back to Grand Rapids. She was
convinced that God brought us
together…
…and maybe God did. The
conversation with her was good for me,
too. I loved listening to her, seeing her
joy, watching as she tried to understand
God’s call to her in the quotes. She was
so open, so eager to do something
worthwhile, to be happy. She had
figured out that it is relationships that
are the important things in this world –
that possessions mean nothing when
you’re not happy. She had thought
back over her life and realized that it
was the times when she felt connected
to others when she was satisfied, and
that when she had helped others, she
felt worthwhile. She left saying that
she was going to help someone that day
and that, when she went to bed each
night, she was going to make sure to
offer a prayer for gratitude for
something during that day.
That night, my prayers of gratitude
included her. I have a new friend. And
I have a husband (and many of you) that
I can laugh with. I am so blessed!

Homecoming Sunday!
Sunday School Classes
begin
Blessing of the
Backpacks
Safeguarding God’s
Children at 1pm

Writer’s Group 2pm
Pathways to Spirituality
6:30pm

Sept 16

Open Doors Bountiful
Breakfast

Sept 18

Church office closed

Sept 19

Church office closed

Sept 23 Parish Clean Up at 8am
Oct 5

Blood Drive

Are You Going to School This Year?

Blessing of the
Backpacks
(or briefcases, etc.)
This Sunday
September 10
for all ages
Walk in the procession and place
your backpack up by the altar.
After the postcommunion prayer,
we’ll bless the backpack and you.
Participate & receive a small gift!

Please wear your name tag.

It can’t hurt…and it could
definitely help!





Blood Drives

Our Parking Lot is Being Sealed
Monday and Tuesday,
September 18 & 19
We will not be able to drive on the driveway or parking lot,
so the office will be closed.
If you must get into the church, you’ll have to park off the
property and walk on the grass to get to the door.
We’re sorry for any inconvenience!

Yea! Although we’re very sorry that Frank and Karen
will be moving to Colorado later this year, we’re
pleased to announce that Nancy M. has agreed to take
over the coordination of the blood drives for us after
they’re gone. With that in mind, we have agreed to
hold two more blood drives this year:
October 5 (when Nancy will learn from Frank)
December 20 (when need for blood is especially high)
How can you help?
 Please sign up to give blood (click here).
 Please see if any of your family members or friends
can give blood. Our numbers have been a little
low...
 Please sign up to volunteer during the drive(s).
 The sign-up sheet for October will be out this
weekend or next.

Should church be a safe place for all?
Are you willing to help us do our best to ensure that?
Being here for an extra 2 or 3 hours isn’t the end of the world.
If it makes St. Martin’s safer for just one person, isn’t it worth it?
Even if you already know everything, you could be of help to
others who don’t. And with the good discussions we have,
there’s a decent chance that you may even hear or think of
something new. So… please consider attending.
Safeguarding God’s Children
Sunday, September 10
1:00pm
We’ll be grateful. Thank you!
SGC:
Good for everyone in the parish to know.
Great for anyone with children, grandchildren, or godchildren.
Mandatory for all who work with St. Martin’s children or
youth (even if it’s only once a year), and for vestry.

Photograph by David J. Phillip / AP

Pray for All Affected by Natural Disasters
Almighty God, you have revealed your presence through
wind, water, and flame: be present, we implore you,
with those whose lives and livelihoods have been
threatened by natural disasters. Calm the fearful, help
the helpless, strengthen the weary, comfort those who
mourn, and grant to the departed eternal rest with your
saints. Stir in all of us a greater awareness of your call to
us to care for all that you have made, help us follow the
example of Jesus in caring for those in need, and draw all
our hearts nearer to you. Amen.

Diocese of Western Michigan:

Mission Trip to Texas — Hurricane Harvey Clean-Up

The Rev. Christian Baron, Co-Rector at St. Philip’s Episcopal Church in Beulah, is planning to co-lead a
trip to Texas, he says, "to offer a hand cleaning up after Hurricane Harvey. Plans are still being worked
out, but we're shooting at a September 19-26 trip. Lots of details to work out, but looking to see how
many folks are interested. We have some finances available to make the trip very affordable. Let me
know if you are interested. Our plan at this point is to fly into San Antonio on September 19, rent a car,
and stay in local homes and work very hard.”
Interested? Contact Christian
(christianjohnbaron@gmail.com or 512-826-9657)

The Episcopal Church:

Washington National Cathedral makes a
decision: Lee-Jackson windows will be removed
After having deep discussions over the last 2 years on racial justice, the
legacy of slavery, and God’s call to us in the 21st century, and after the recent
violence in Charlottesville, the Cathedral Chapter voted to have the windows
deconsecrated, removed, conserved, and stored until they determine a more
appropriate future for them.
Click here to read the full article.

The Anglican Communion:

The Secretary General of the Anglican
Communion, Archbishop Josiah Idowu-Fearon

The Anglican Communion is
Clear that the churches that broke away from The Episcopal Church
and call themselves the ACNA (Anglican Church in North America)
are NOT part of the Anglican Communion.
In delivering his report to the Standing Committee, the Secretary
General of the Anglican Communion, Archbishop Josiah Idowu-Fearon,
has stressed that the Anglican Church of North America is not a province
of the Anglican Communion. Read the full story here.

Designated Offering
Our Homecoming Sunday designated offering is for Open Doors.
Open Doors helps homeless women and men, and low wage workers,
support themselves and secure housing they can afford. And we can
help! If you wish to donate, please write your check to St. Martin’s with
“Open Doors” on the memo line. Thanks!

Sunday, September 17

Sunday, September 10
Altar Guild:
Musette, Carol Ann
& Penny
Panera: 9/8
???????????
8am Service
Acolyte: Shari
Lector: Paula
Intercessor: Joyce

10am Service
Acolytes: Laurie, Ben & Jillian
Lectors: Musette & Chuck
Eucharistic Ministers: Jane & Pete
Intercessor: Judy F
Alms & Oblations: Carole & Charlie
Greeters: Chuck & Lou
Nursery: Travis & Penny
Coffee: Homecoming Sunday!!
Counters:
Flowers: Julie

Altar Guild:
Jane, Laura & Shari
Panera: 9/15
Carol Ann
8am Service
Acolyte: Pat V
Lector: Cindy
Intercessor: Paula

10am Service
Acolytes: Pete, Shari & Joel
Lectors: Lynne M & David
Eucharistic Ministers: Lee & Mark
Intercessor: Becky
Alms & Oblations: Laurie & Bill
Greeters: Chris & Barb R
Nursery: Judy & Kay
Coffee: ???????
Counters:
Flowers: Julie

